UNIT 1: World at Risk Past Paper Questions – Hazards and Climate Change

Remember that Q7 has always been Hazards and Q8 Climate change up until now.  A) questions have the figure to look at!  

Jan 2013

7a)  Explain how El Nino cycles affect the frequnecy of floods and droughts in the Pacific region (10)  

b)  Examine the global patterns of cyclone and storm risk (15)  

8a)  Suggest why it is difficult to predict future climate change in the Arctic (10)

b)  Examine how the economic imacts of climate change vary within the African continent (15)

May 2012

7a)  Suggest reasons why the strongest earthquakes are not always the most costly (10)

b)  Explain how physical factors lead to a range of hazard risks in the Philippines (15)

8a)  Suggest reasons why the populations of  different countries vary in their attitudes towards climate change. (10)

b)  Explain why the impacts of Global Warming are predicted to be uneven and unfair (15)

Jan 2012

7a)  With reference to the factors shown, suggest how vulnerability in a local area can be assessed (10) 

b)  Explain the global distribution of two major hydro-meteorological hazards types(15) 

8a)  Examine how historical data like this can provide evidence for natural climate change (10)

b)Explain why many scientists believe that human, rather than natural causes, may be more to blame for recent climate change (15)

May 2011

7a)  Suggest why may countries find El Nino weather anomalies very challenging (10)

bb)  Explain why the human and economic costs of global hazards have increased rapidly over time (15)

8a)  Suggest why changes such as these make global warming a diffcult challenge to tackle (10) 

b)  Explain the natural causes of climate change (15)

Jan 2011

7a)  Suggest why some places are more at risk than others of experiencing a major volcanic disaster (10)

b  Explain why the Philippines and California multiple hazard hotspots are affected by disasters in different ways (15)

8a)  Suggest reasons for the differences in CO2 emissions shown (10)

b)  Examine the evidence used to investigate long, medium and short term climate change (15)

May 2010

7a)  Explain why some places have a high level of landslide and avalanche hazard risk (10)

b)  Explain why the economic losses caused by natural hazards have generally risen over time whereas the number of lives lost has fallen (15)

8a)  Suggest why some groups and communities view the melting of Greenland's ice sheet as an opportunity rather than a threat (10)

b)  Examine the ecological impacts of global warming for Arctic areas (15) 

Jan 2010

7a)  Suggest why many megacities could  face increased vulnerability to natural disasters (10)

b) Explain how global warming and El Nino events may lead to increasing natural hazards (15)

8a)Suggest ways in which climate change might affect Africa's physicl environment (10) 

b)  Examine the possible economic impacts of projected climate change for the African continent (15)

June 2009 

7a) Suggest reasons why these erathquakes had such varied effects (10)

b)  Explain the distribution of the world's major geo-physical hazards (15)  

8a)  Suggest reasons why a larger temperature rise is likely to increase the severity of environmental impacts (10)

b)  Explain how different players can attempt to limit greenhouse gas emissions (15) 

Jan 2009

7a)  Suggest why droughts, like the one shown, have severe impacts on people and the environment (10) 

b)  Explain the increasing frequency of hydro-meteorological hazards (such as cyclones, storms, droughts or floods) (15)

8a)  Suggest why actions need to be taken at different scales to reduce the rate of global warming (10)

b)  Explain why some governments are more willing than others to help tackle climate change (15)

